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Welcome to the third instalment of the website that covers the month of October.
I commence with a sincere apology: due to a combination of glitches, the
‘info@weatherwithouttechnology.co.uk’ service has been inoperative for a few weeks. For this I
apologise, and if you have sent a query or comment that appears to have been ignored, I again
apologise, all I ask is that you re-submit your question, hopefully these problems have now been
rectified.
In this issue there is an October data sheet, and a spreadsheet of the correlation of the moon
phases, weather and weather singularities, it is interesting to see how these mesh to form quite a
coherent weather indicator, another part of Nature’s information signs and some photographs.
Before that however some notes, the first being that since on September 29th – Quarter day, the
wind was blowing from the SW, it is quite safe to say that this will be the predominant wind
direction until 21st December – the next quarter day (when the wind is likely, but as in 2011, not
always, to swing around to the east), and in due course I will comment on the wind that day.
There have been some wilder comments in some of the national newspapers concerning the coming
winter being the coldest since 1713 when the Thames froze over. To use some advertising jargon
‘calm down, calm down.’ As others, real meteorologists, have explained several times since this
revelation, there was a scientific report that said that the winters here would more likely to be
colder, there is a lot more, but from this came the headlines.
From a non-meteorological viewpoint, from where I stand, there are several factors that indicate
that this coming winter will not be as cold as last winter, and certainly not cold enough to freeze
rivers. Those that read the September notes will have seen certain winter indicators, and there is
contained in these October notes several other such indicators, most of which are reliable and good
indicators. The primary indicator is the Oak tree, already this is shedding leaves, the leaves being
the effective ‘comfort zone,’ for several birds during a harsh winter since they provide warmth and
cover for birds from the elements. There are precious few acorns this year, the birds at the moment
are not that fat, the sheep haven not grown thick winter coats, the onion skins are thin this year,
there are few dead nettles around this year; these last three certain indicators of a hard winter.
The August drought here in the SE caused many trees to shed leaves, for acorns and nuts to dry and
fall early, a good example is the size of the ‘conkers’ this year, very small indeed, all these build a
picture of a benign and warmer autumn; there will be the regular stormy periods, but for the greater
part, quite pleasant.
New Book: To add to your reading material, an excellent new weather book has been published by
the Cambridge University Press, written by Stephen Burt, FRmetS, a very distinguished meteorologist
of many years standing, who not only has collaborated with numerous other books on the subject,
but is an expert in his own right, who is currently President of COL (the Climatologist Observers Link
– AGM at Reading Town Hall, Saturday 10th November at 10.30am, all are welcome) but also a
distinguished member of the Irish meteorological society and the United States Meteorological
Society. This comprehensive book, is for the interested, the amateur and the professional
replacing the original Observer’s Handbook published many years ago by HMSO.

It contains everything one needs to know concerning meteorology including the equipment,
assessments, setting up and technical detail. The Weather Observer’s Handbook by Stephen Burt:
ISBN 9781 107026810 or 978 1107662285.
Flower Reference book: I have asked to suggest a wild flower/plant reference book, and whilst I am
no expert in such matters, the book I use with considerable success, since it has weekly photographs
of most plants found in the UK countryside, in full cloud with descriptive notes too is : ISBN 0 7.63
5580 6. Roger Philips Wild Flowers of Britain.

NATURE’S WARNING/INFORMATION SIGNS
I am often asked how I use nature to advance warn or indicate what is likely to happen weather-wise
in the coming months. This is a massive undertaking covering many disciplines; each has a part to
play and each, at the end, form part of near perfectly fitting jigsaw. Hopefully at the end of
fourteen instalments the reader will have sufficient knowledge, to put together their own advance
weather predictions using such markers, and to this end, this month i have chosen wild fruits, that
can currently be seen in any hedgerow, lane or edge of a wood.
Birds survive the winter months by eating from the hedgerows and trees. The indigenous birds,
Blackbird, Starling, Robin, Wren, Tit family, Finches, Thrush etc be they ground feeders (Wagtail,
Robin or Wren etc) or tree feeders they all need food and sufficient cover to survive. There are
however also incoming visitors, Fieldfares, Redwings, Winter Starlings and Finches from the northern
latitudes over- wintering here that have identical demands. Nature however does differentiate
between these two groupings, and as such provides food for both groups, which only in exceptional
emergency and towards the far end of winter do they appear to share such resources, though they
may well partake at times of morsels from the opposite side.
This late summer and early autumn reveals, in this area of the SE a scarcity of Sloe/Blackthorn
berries; these fruits being the main staple diet of the incoming winter birds and unless as above, are
not touched by the indigenous birds. From this shortage I can safely deduce that this oncoming
winter will not be as harsh or fierce as the last winter, plus the fact that due to the drought here in
the SE, with so many trees shedding their leaves and fruit early, especially the oak, arguable the
most important weather tree of all, for reasons described above, that a milder winter is highly
probable. The October, November and December data sheets will show just how important this tree
is.
However, nature compensate for the lack of sloe/blackthorn berries by an abundance of other
berries; the honeysuckle this year has a massive stock of fruits, but also the Dogwood, Spindle,
Hawthorne, Whitethorn, Rowan, Ivy, Butcher’s Broom, Crab Apple, Blackberry, Rose hip, and in the
plant domain , sow thistle, teasel, burdock, hogweed to name but a few. In particular the Spindle
tree and Guelder Rose, main food sources for the blackbird (deadly poison to humans) are as laden
this year as the Blackthorn last year.

Therefore my assessment, using just plants and trees, before any other indicators, of the autumn
and winter to come, is that it will not be especially cold, therefore precious little, if any, snow; some
seasonal frosts, but no severe weather, maybe some really thick fogs in November in the ‘fog
hollow’ areas (Gatwick Airport). It will also be dry.
There are numerous seeds, and grasses that too will flourish in the mild autumn conditions, though
the shortage of water, despite the recent rains, may well prove to be a problem in the not too
distant future. Some will question such a statement as a water shortage, I hear the cry, I am sorry
to say that whilst other parts of the UK may have deluges, not here in the SE, cracks opened up in
the soil during August and into September, the rains fell into these cracks, but also there was heat
and sun causing evaporation too, and although rainfall reading are above the seasonal averages, it
does disguise the acute shortages of aquifer supplies here in the SE. Trees shed leaves and fruit in
times of stress, such as no water, there is a near complete absence of Beech nuts and most other
fruits are of poor quality and very small. Hops are in short supply, as are nuts, acorns too are in
short supply, all due to water shortage.
To those that do not know my methodology, I did tell and it was published in the local newspapers in
February 2012, that besides the current drought at that time to expect a further larger drought in
July and August (in fact it continued into the last week of September), all from nature. The
observant will have noticed the hot second and third weeks of July and the heat for the second week
of the Olympics into the third week that continued for the Paralympics in September, the poor grape
harvest this year, only one hay harvest, all forecast correctly in February, even to the 30C to end the
Olympics. It is not a case of ‘I told you so,’ but rather that all the above came not from any
technology, nor from any expensive computers or satellites, but from what nature told me and I was
able to interpret. To issue a statement of fact I need four separate, independent, checked and
verified sources, I then can safely say that this or that will happen . I do at time get it completely
wrong, but that is because I have misinterpreted what data nature has give me – but by mistakes,
regrettable though they are, I learn. I am far from perfect, but I improve with age.
By getting out of the car, walking across fields, down lanes, around woods, anyone can see what I
see, it is free, it keeps you fit, it opens your mind, it educates and interests, and by the end of
fourteen such instalments it will be possible to tell better what weather is in store for everyone.
Bird books – there are so many, the choice is yours, the BTO/RSPB have good books at sensible
prices, and pocket sized too, worth their effort in knowledge and interest alone.
Finally to illustrate what food, well some of it at least, is out there for the birds to survive on I have
attached some photographs, all taken locally, berries, fruits, seeds etc that can be seen in any
hedgerow, filed edge or wood edge, in any lane. Look and note the density, volume and distribution
of such fruits and as the autumns and winter progresses, see how the birds eke out these vital food
sources. See how the finches eat from the teasel and burdock, how the robin and wren grub around
the roots, how the thrush eats the ivy berries. It is a free show, birds are not greedy, they are
frugal; note too how the indigenous birds feed, for the greater part singly, but the incoming visitor
birds feed in flocks, it is a noticeable difference and as the trees lose their foliage becomes even
more noticeable.
Hopefully the above gives an indication of how nature tells us what weather is to come.

I am always open to pertinent suggestion and if anyone has a comment, please reply on the ‘info @’
reply facility. I will always answer, and if you think that the website can be improved, tell me,
please.
THE PHOTGRAPHS BELOW IN DESCENDING ORDER ARE:
Guelder Rose: Spindle Tree: Butchers Broom: Elder: Red/Yellow Bryony: Crab Apple:
Whitethorn: Prunelle: Sloe: Honeysuckle: Ivy: Hog Weed: Rosehip.

@ David King.

OCTOBER 2012
Last Quarter moon: 8th @ 0735hrs = Stormy. New: 15th @ 1200hrs = Cold & high
winds
First Quarter moon: 22nd @ 0330hrs = Snow(?) & stormy. Full moon: 29th @
1950 hrs = Fair (Frosty if wind NE/N).
DAY OF PREDICTION:
ECLIPSE:

16th - 20th Quiet period. 24th to 14/11. Stormy

MET OFFICE:
BUCHAN:
SUPERMOON:
3rd

29th @ 1950hrs.
The day of celebration after the wine harvest.

7th

St Victoria Day

Her image tops ceremonial arches (Marble Arch).

11th

Vinalia Day

New wine testing day.

12th

Apogee 1144hrs

16th

Gallus

See St Michael 29th September.

18th

St Luke

St Luke’s little summer is a fine day.

27th

Perigee 1227hrs

28th

St Simon
Marks the end limit of St Lukes summer. A rainy day.
& St Jude
On St Jude’s the oxen may play.
BST ends 0100hrs

31st

Hallowtide

If ducks swim at Hallowtide, at Christmas the same ducks will slide.
The onset of winter and darker time of the year. Halloween.

General Notes and Comments
THE Golden month - star of the weather prophets year.
The month with more weather signs than any month, but it has no day of prediction.
All October predictions look forward well into December and the New Year.
October has 19/21 fine days, maybe over-optimistic, but usually more fine than rough.
October forecast signs fit well with days of prediction, and should be taken seriously. Best reputation for long
range forecasts.
St Luke usually gives 4 days to a week of lovely weather. (very true) He does however sometimes arrive five
days late!
One can reasonably expect a warm period between mid-September and mid-November.
Feast of St Simon and St Jude signals the start of a very stormy period, and the end of St Likes summer. It is
also claimed there is never a year without rain this day.
Abundance of acorns, dead nettles and thick onion skins in October indicate a hard winter.

Heavy crop of haw-berries and beech nuts indicates a bad winter to come.
31st - Halloween. Has a reputation for being a quiet night.
The garden month - expect downpours of rain.
For every October fog there will be snow in winter, heavy or light according to the fog. Most reliable indeed.
Full moon in October without frost, no frost till full moon in November. (a golden rule)
If the October moon is born with the points up, the month will be dry. If down, wet. (the old saying being that a
moon on its back catches the rain - a moon on its side cannot catch the rain)
If during leaf-fall in October many leaves remain hanging, a frosty winter with much snow will follow. (very true)
If in October leaves till hold, the coming winter will be cold (yes).
Late leaf fall, hard in New Year, (true)
If Oak bears its leaves in October there will be a hard winter. [very reliable]
If in the fall of leaves many of them wither on the boughs and hang there, a frosty winter and much snow will
follow. (proven yes)
If foxes bark much in October they are calling up great falls of snow. (true even in Cities)
(If no foxes or hares in your district watch the sheep. If they cluster together and move slowly, it is a sure sign of
snow). Yes - proven with sheep.
If the hare wears a thick coat in October, he shows his wisdom. (lay in a good stock of fuel)
When owls hunt in daylight, expect a hard winter.
If squirrels early mass their hoard, expect a winter like a sword.
When birds and badgers are fat in October, you may expect a cold winter.
If there is snow and frost on October, January will be mild.
If October brings much frost and rain, then January and February will be mild.
Windy October, dry January; warm October, cold February.
If late October and early November are warm and rainy there is a better chance that January and February will
be cold and frosty. (Proven from local records)
October wet, March dry. [yes if October above average, March will be below average]
October cold, March cold (is more likely from local records). October warm, March colder than average (proven
from local records)
The last week in October is the wettest of the year in southern England and the chances of a dry day on the 28th
is minimal. [official averages]
Observe the first heavy fog in August and expect a hard frost the same day in October. [check readings]
Much rain in October, much wind/rain in December.
When it freezes and snows in October, January will bring mild weather, but if it is thunder and lightning, the
weather will resemble April in temper.
If October brings heavy frosts and winds, then January and February will be mild.
Redwings arrive mid-October and Fieldfares the end of October.
In October dung your field and your land its wealth shall yield.
The end of summer -leaves turn gold and fall, the chills of autumn herald the onset of winter.
Wine harvest vintage month.
Time of first frosts and final harvest. The greater the harvest, the greater the frost and snow the following winter.

THE FULL MOON THIS MONTH IS CALLED THE HUNTERS MOON.
The tree for the month is Ivy up-to 27th. Thereafter it is the noetal.

MONTHLY AVERAGES FOR EDENBRIDGE (USING 1981-2010 FIGURES)
Mean maximum = 16C

Mean minimum = 6.5C

Rainfall = 92.9 mm

Mean average = 11.25C
Sunshine = 131.2 hours

Whilst I appreciate that the above are local figures, it will be an indication of what the averages are, and of course
there will be local variations. Such local variations can be found by trawling the various weather websites, or by
using the superb data found in the Climatological Observers Link website.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE FOR NOVEMBER AT 12 NOON AND AT 4PM EDENBRIDGE.
1st =
31st =

16C
11.8C

17C
11.3C

