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Tree of the month 28th October to 23rd November is the reed.
Welcome to the November 2017 website entry, a mixed bag this time, I have gone a little off
the accepted beaten track and wandered into 'Global Warming' and Hurricanes, since both
have been headlines features recently. As for Global Warming (My views are clearly stated on
the website - and why) some interesting reading giving cause for thought.
For those who have asked, and also a wonderful stocking filler for Christmas too, the
superb countryside book I mentioned a few months ago is " meadowland - The private
life of an English field by John Lewis-Stempel. ISBN : 978-0-552-77899-2. £8.99
paperback."
For hurricanes in the Caribbean, I thought some educated information on how they are
classified and defining the strengths, might not go amiss. Whilst we have storms here, the
power of such storms recently in the above region cannot really be envisaged here. See
below.

Autumn is now well and truly with us, the only display of reasonable weather will be St Martin's
little summer, three and a bit days of reasonably settled weather during the daytime around the
11th =- St Martin's Day.
Look too at the data sheet for wind notes around this time, though not a quarter or wind day
the predominant wind direction on this day invariably stays constant until at least 21st
December.
The 29th September was also besides Michaelmass Day, a quarter day and the wind
direction on this day gave the predominant wind direction up to the 21st December,
the next quarter day. Here in the SE the wind direction was SW, however in your own
location in might have been different. This SW wind will give mild autumn conditions,
the possibility of snow being virtually nil (in the SE - it might be different for parts of the
NW/NE and Scotland. This SW wind will also be inclined to be stormy and damp,
therefore an extra warning for the 2nd November for those on tidal locations. Such
SW winds do not preclude overnight frosts at times, but they also reduce the possibility
of a run of quiet foggy days too. Therefore the autumn advance prediction was pretty
accurate, slowly things fall into place.

The first issue of the month, and hopefully not a major issue, but it has all the ingredients for a
major issue, is the weather at the beginning of the month. This month is the first of three
consecutive first weeks in the next three months with near identical conditions; these being full
moon, highest spring tides, perigee, rain and wind from either the NW(west of the Pennines),
NE if east of the Pennines and for Wales and the SW, SW winds and high surge tides.
I prepare for the worst and hope for the best.
The above regions have had for the last few months more than their fair share of rainfall, and,
as such the ground is already saturated; water will flow off the hills in large volumes whatever.
The problem arises when it reaches tidal waters that are very high and incoming, and the
outward flowing waters have no outlet. 2017 has been, so far, for the greater part a flood free
year - I appreciate some parts have had major localised flooding in all the above regions, but
for the greater part, not as in 2015 and 2016.
I give the warning loud and clear, the methodology here is pretty good, I trust it, I try to pass on
the warnings that it passes to me. If the period passes with no major problems, then rejoice,
but do not relax, you have two more such periods in December and January still to come. The
January event will give the highest tide at least 25% higher than the highest spring tide - so
pull the boats well up the slipways.
Most of the readership have seen this year the abundance of hips, haws, berries, seeds, nuts,
acorns etc that adorn and colour the hedgerows. A little more careful observation will reveal
that very little of this is below one metre in height, most is well off the ground.
The simple reason is that nature ensures that birds and animals can have unfettered access to
such food, since the ground below will be either flooded, frozen or covered in snow.

The inward migratory birds from the north are now here in their droves and the hawthorn
berries begin to diminish as a result - as they disappear, the second crop of ivy, holly and yew
fruits starts to appear, ready for the harder weather in the new year. Acorns are in massive
numbers this year and the oaks are holding their leaves well too, the data-sheet will tell the
significance of the acorns and oaks - excellent barometers of what is to come and so reliable.
And, as last winter, expect an influx of jays from the continent to feast on the acorns too,
accompanied by the robins who feed on the rowan berries.
The abundance of such fruits to me indicates a long hard winter. I have seen several
newspaper items that attribute this abundance to perfect growing conditions and that it has
been a good fruit harvest, I have also heard this on the radio too; yet I have not read or heard
of one such commentator go further and look beyond this and ask why?

Whilst on the subject of Global Warming, I have not heard or seen quoted the famous Gaia
Hypothesis - it is pertinent to the current situation, therefore to enlighten the reader I will quote
from Extreme Weather by Peter Bunyard on this subject;
"Gaia and life on earth: The Earth's climate is not something just dumped on the planet to
which life has to adaptor be damned. More than forty years ago, the scientist James Lovelock
proposed the famous Gaia Hypothesis that life itself helps regulate planetary processes,
maintaining conditions that continue in turn to support life in all its richness. Climate, as
Lovelock conceived it, is therefore part of a system in which life plays a gigantic role, not only
as a recipient, but also as an active force. Yet, as if climate were something detached from
life's activities, we in the industrialised world would have taken the planet for granted,
consuming its resources as if its bounty was unending and all the while ignoring the ecological
services that we get for free." pp18/19.
Despite the above I have not a peep of it from the Global Warming fraternity.

A change of subject: Hurricanes, a lot has been written about the current hurricane season
affecting the Caribbean and parts of the USA. The following maybe of interest to some
readers, therefore I include it here. I will not deal with the formation or evolvement of such
hurricanes, but will give the Hurricane Categories.
Hurricane categories:
"The way storm surge, wind and other factors combine, determines the destructive power of a
hurricane. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) uses a scale which
assigns storms to five categories. This can be used to estimate the potential property damage
and flooding expected along the hurricane's path. The scale was formulated in 1969 by
Herbert Saffir, a consulting engineer, and Dr Bob Simpson, director of the National Hurricane
Centre (USA). The World Meteorological Organisation was preparing a report on structural
damage to dwellings due to windstorms, and Dr Simpson added information about storm surge
heights that accompany hurricanes in each category"
I have copied and listed this data below - again from 'Extreme Weather' by Peter Bunyard.
pp38/39.
Should anyone wish to pursue this line of enquiry, Mr Bunyard also has book 'The Revenge of
Gaia,' this is truly interesting too.

One last word on Global Warning, this time coming from several papers written by Russian
scientists, just to confuse the matter even further, we also have the spectre of a 'cooling period
that lasts 200-250 years.' Who says so?
An interesting paper for Russia's famous Pulkovo Observatory entitled "The Rise and Fall of
the Global Warming movements." this predicts a falling of the Global temperatures by 1.5C by
2050, and they claim that 'Global Warming' is a marketing trick, and permafrost changes are
due to natural factors.....it is going to get colder.
By 2050 I will not be here to see who is correct - maybe not a lot of us who read this will be
either.
The mayor of London wishes to pass legislation to stop trendy wood-burning stoves in parts of
heavily air polluted London, since wood fires send out larger carbon particles - these stoves
produce between a quarter and a third of all particulate pollution; in January research by Kings
College, London, showed that such stoves caused 50% of dangerous pollution.
Alas some pizza producers who use such wood burning stoves are up in arms already!
I live in a rural area, lot of dead wood around, Aga and such appliances pretty normal, as are
wood burners, users here know they give off lots of soot, but in rural regions they are practical;
I fail to see the practicality of such trendy items in central London.

Now to please the mumbo-jumbo enthusiasts, I can afford to take everything they throw too; on
September 29th there is a well tried, tested and proven old saying about oak apples - details of
which you can find on the data sheet for September. I collected and cut open ten such oak
apples here on that date the results are:
Firstly there were many (most for many a year) and they ripened early = this indicates an early
winter with much snow and it shall be cold, (some of the snowy parts of the UK may get snow
before Christmas too).
Six were fair and clear = Summer shall be fine and corn good too.
one had a fly inside = Meetly good year.
Three were indeterminate - not an unusual situation.
The results above would tend to confirm a long cold winter, with a fair summer; therefore
combining this little lot with the other sayings/saws they all point in the same direction. This is
not unusual either, these are what our forefathers used, they work too, I am quite content with
the results. The acorns on the oak trees and the retention of leaves on the oak trees later in
November will just confirm everything that has gone before. Maybe now it is easier to see
how so many small insignificant matters on their own, when combined, go to complete a much
bigger picture. This is precisely why computers, regardless of how good they are, can never
give such data, there are far too many variables to consider.
At this stage, since I work a year ahead, a slight word of caution on a fine summer - this does
not mean a BBQ summer, it means a reasonable summer,(there are periods of reasonable
summer weather from June to August - but not continuously) but again good weather for the
grain harvest. Alas not such a good year for the fruit growers for the May frosts will be with us
in 2018. You cannot win them all, all the time, but it is good we can win some of them some
of the time.

Mercury filled observing instruments.
As from 2020 there is a complete ban on production, import and export of all observing
instruments (thermometers, barometers etc) containing mercury. There some exemptions to
the, eg repair or renovation of antique instruments; but for the greater the ban is absolute.
This has been brought about by the Minamata Convention on Mercury 2013, which as been
deemed too dangerous for human use. For those interested an internet search will give the
reasons.
It is my understanding that the Met Office has already withdrawn all such instrumentation from
use; how this will affect further data recording remains to be seen.

Slowly I see national newspapers now forecasting a long hard cold winter to come, due in part
to the effects of the jet Stream and El Nino; the methodology here (1000 years old too) worked
that out months ago - strange world isn't it.

©David King
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October 2017

NOVEMBER 2017
NEW MOON = 18th @ 1142hrs = Cold & high winds.
1st QUARTER MOON = 26th @ 1702hrs = Fair & frosty
FULL MOON 4th @ 0522hrs = Rain
LAST QUARTER MOON 10th @ 2036hrs = Rain & snow.
DoP = 11th St Martin
MET OFFICE NOTES: 24th October to 13th stormy. 15th to 21st quiet.
24th to 14th December stormy.
BUCHAN NOTES: 6th to 13th cold period.
Highest spring tides 4th to 8th – MASSIVE TIDE 5th
APOGEE 21st @ 1853hrs: PERIGEE 6th @ 0010hrs.
DANGER WARNING: FULL MOON + PERIGEE + HIGHEST SPRING TIDES
4th to 8th. EXPECT SEVERE WEATHER PROBLEMS.

1st

All Saints

2nd

All Souls Day If wind SE it will stay until Candlemass (2/2) and winter will be
mild with little snow.

6th

Perigee @ 0010hrs

10th

Martinmass Eve

11th

St Martin

21st

As this day so the winter. Apogee @1853hrs

23rd St Clement
25th

St Catherine

On November 1st if weather be clear, 'tis the end of sowing
you'll do this year, weather will deteriorate thereafter with rain or
frost.

Where the wind blows on Martinmass Eve, there 'twill be
for the rest of winter.

DoP. The weather is said (reliably) to foretell the weather for
three months (2/2) and so for the rest of winter. The onset of
winter. Martlemass day.

St Clement gives the winter - a fairly accurate quote.
As St Catherine, foul or fair, so 'twill be next Februair.
Laurel tree flowers about this time.

30th St Andrew
Name of full moon for month is Fog moon.
Tree of the month up to 23th is Reed, thereafter the Elder.

General Notes and Comments.
The Black month. Drab foggy depressing weather.
The month when the sun loses its power. The first month of the winter quarter.
The weather St Martins Day (11th) will fortell the weather for 3 months AND where
the wind blows on the 10th it will remain for the winter. REINFORCED by
wind at NW on Martinmass and severe winter to come.
The above sayings and observations need heeding for they often add up to a very
very accurate picture.
Any time of St Martins Day expect a short spell of fine weather ’St Martins Summer’,
lasting three days and a bit.
11th - Leaves on trees and grape vines this day indicate a hard winter (proven).
WNW wind this day indicates a severe winter (proven). If a SW wind this day
it will remain until old Candlemass (2/2) with a mild winter up to then and no
snow to speak of.
If dry fair and cold on Martinmass, the cold in winter will not last long.
If All Saints Day (1st) brings out winter then St Martins will bring Indian summer. If
a beech nut be found dry, a hard winter - If wet and not light, expect a wet
winter.
Flowers in bloom indicate a hard winter.
As November, so the following March. [no real proof of this]
St Clements (23rd) is the first day of winter, and is said to give the weather for
February.
If new moon on 13th and full moon on the 28th - look for a change in the weather.
Expect both rain and frost after the 1st.
If ice in November will bear a duck, then the rest of winter is slush and muck.
If late October and early November be warm and rainy, then January and February
shall be frosty and cold.
If leaves not fall by Martinmass then a cruel winter’s on its way.
Sybil of months and worshipper of winds I love thee, rude and boisterous as thou art.
November cold, Christmas warm. - wistful
Ice in November brings slush in December.
If the water freezes in November, January will be all the wetter.
No warmth, no cheerfulness, no healthful ease, no comfortable feeling in any
member,
no shade, no sun, no butterflies, no bees, no fruit, no flowers, no leaves, November.

When in November the water (table) rises, it will show itself the whole winter.
A miserable month.
Thunder in November, a fertile year to come.
MET OFFICE NOTES:Carried forward from
THE NAME OF THE FULL MOON THIS MONTH IS FOG MOON.
The tree of the month up-to 24th is the Reed. Thereafter the Elder.

MONTHLY AVERAGES FOR EDENBRIDGE (USING 1981-2010 FIGURES)
Mean Max:
11.1C
Mean Min:
3.4C
Mean Avg:
7.25C
Rainfall:
85.1mm
Sunshine:
87.8hrs (day = 2.93hrs)

Highest and lowest temperatures at the first and last day of the month:
1st
11.4C
10.8C
30th
8C
7.4C
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November 01
November 02
November 03
November 04
November 05
November 06
November 07
November 08
November 09
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November 11
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November 16
November 17
November 18
November 19
November 20
November 21
November 22
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November 28
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Chandler & Gregory
Barry & Perry
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24th - 13th Nov stormy
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