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JANUARY 2016 

 

Tree of the month up to 20th is Birch (see previous month) thereafter the Rowan above. 

Welcome to the January 2016 website entry, and a look back to December 2015. 

I go back to November 15th when I saw numerous garden flowers, dahlia, gladioli and 

other summer flowers still flowering in the unseasonal warmth plus roses; however, 

and more interestingly, daffodils poking through some two inches above the soil, 

spring snowflake some 8 inches high, mustard garlic in flower and sweet Cecily all 

growing well – and all acknowledged spring plants/bulbs.   Sadly however all a bad 

sign since flowers blooming this late in the year indicate a long hard winter, some of 

which is due to arrive around the 21st November as I sit here writing this.  

Primroses flowering on December 1st in Edenbridge too. 

 

 Sarah Knapton, Science Editor of The Daily Telegraph wrote quite a longish 

article on my methodology on 17th November, and there readers will see my 

dire warnings of the long hard cold winter to come.  This newspaper is not 

http://www.weatherwithouttechnology.co.uk/


known for printing unsubstantiated items and therefore I am honoured to 

feature in her article.    The same reporter also did an excellent item on El 

Nino the previous day which is worth reading, and confirms all my previous 

cold weather warnings. 

Having said that, I re-iterate my warnings for the coming winter, the current 

NE wind will cause frost problems particularly from the second week in 

January onwards, maybe even well into May too, bear in mind that for the 

last two years spring has been really cold with cold lasting well into June.   

Despite the unexpected warmth of mid November, do not be fooled, nature 

has prepared for a long hard cold winter for the last seven months, and 

nature is never wrong.  

 

One look at the November 2015 website data will show that the storms in that month 

were all predicted; the same too for December, three out of four moons are stormy 

moons; the methodology works very well indeed. 

 

ERRATUM: In previous bulletins I have mentioned the white dead-nettle as a 

sign of hard winter to come, and also stated that, with what was given to 

understand at the time was correct, that this plant harboured the eggs for the 

tortoiseshell butterfly.  This is incorrect.    I am therefore indebted to Roger 

Northfield from Cambridge University Zoology Department for pointing out 

that it is the actual stinging nettle that harbours the eggs of the butterfly.   

Thank you. 

 

One slight misunderstanding I wish to clarify, that whilst clearly stated on the 

website, some say the content is ‘mumbo-jumbo.’   I do NOT do daily forecasts; the 

Met Office is expert at this and for the following five days, the ‘Farming Today’ 

broadcast being superb for advance weather.  

 I give growers, farmers, those who need to know at least one growing season (90 

days) and if possible two (180 days) seasons what I think (with 90% accuracy) what 

the future weather will bring.  If I can tell the fruit grower that there will be no May 

frosts to decimate his blossom then he will be content to have a good fruit harvest (as 



the last two years).  If I tell the pea, sugar beet or wheat farmer the same information 

they are happy too.   To be able to let the farmer know that only one hay harvest will 

be in the year, then arrangements can be made. 

The reason for the high spring tides is to let those in coastal regions know that there 

could be a problem; to let the fisherman know of impending storm periods is also 

vital.    On a maybe less serious note, to let an annual vintage car show in Kent know 

what the weather is going to do six months ahead also increases credibility, but to the 

organisers vital information; I do fetes, weddings and other such social events too so 

quite a range.   

So the good points out weigh the not so good points vey easily, what one must bear in 

mind is that I sit here in November and try to predict the weather in April and May; 

the methodology is tried, tested and proven now; I never claim to be 100%, I do aim 

for and achieve the 90% most of the time.  

 

 I accept criticism, but to those who claim it is ‘mumbo –jumbo,’ please think 

long and hard, go back through my predictions and compare with the actual 

weather and see how close it gets;[if you think rubbish, then I can produce 

farmers, growers and many others who will tell you that you are wrong ] either 

put up or shut up, for if you can only carp on about a subject that is complete 

alien to you, of which you are completely ignorant too,  then all you do is just 

show your ignorance.  I do get irked by the ‘know-alls,’ who have no respect or 

knowledge for the methodology, yet continually cast adverse comment; there 

are many very clever academics now who are beginning to appreciate that the 

methodology I have developed and use, can be usefully integrated into main-

stream weather forecasting without any diminuation of such forecasting.   

Storms ‘Abigail’ and ‘Barney’ were predicted months ago,     Storm Clodagh 

and Storm Desmond , Eva and Frank also all predicted too well predicted in 

advance – though I appreciate that Desmond, Eva and Frank were exceptional 

– but the warnings were there loud and clear. 

Storm Frank was underlined on the website, was broadcast to the north of 

England on Radio Leeds on 6th December with a real warning of a massive 

storm; though treated with some sceptism at the time, everything in my 

methodology pointed to a true natural catastrophy, either and/or here or 

elsewhere in the world.   There was a 6.4Richter earthquake in northern 



Afghanistan at the same time (same methodology), that went virtually 

unremarked!    However the storms here in the UK, especially the Frank storm 

can be classed as catastrophic, and though I tried to inform and educate prior 

to the event, since I am not an ‘expert,’ the warning was not heeded; sadly if 

the warning been heeded some mitigation could have been prepared.  So once 

again, weeks ahead of the event, mumbo-jumbo correctly predicted the event. 

 

The earth will be nearest to the sun (Perihelion) at 2249hrs 2nd January 2016.  

 

For the information of all I have copied these direct from the Met Office site and thank them for its 

use. 

 19 October 2015 - The Met Office and Met Eireann are pleased to 
announce the list of storm names chosen by the public. 

Last month, the Met Office together with Met Eireann announced a pilot project to name wind storms that 
have the potential to affect the UK and/or Ireland. We received thousands of responses by email, 
through the Met Office Facebook pages and @metoffice on Twitter and can now announce the list of 
storm names chosen by you for autumn and winter 2015/16. The names will be used by both the Met 
Office and Met Éireann. 

 

 

 

http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/news/releases/archive/2015/name-our-storms
http://www.met.ie/
http://www.facebook.com/metoffice
https://twitter.com/metoffice


Nature works in weird and wonderful but very accurate ways; I will give a couple of 

easy examples.   Many cherry trees were flowering in December, very picturesque for 

some, but a true disaster for Cherry farmers.   Cherry trees flower May/June and are 

picked in June.  December to June is six months.  Most cherries do not have a 

secondary budding period, therefore without any fruit buds in May, no cherries.  The 

cherry farmers therefore will go 18 months with no income.  For every action there is 

a consequence. 

There was no sun on Christmas day, therefore a poor fruit and grain harvest (another 

manifestation of the cherry problem).      The flooded farmlands have rendered winter 

wheat and associated crops useless, therefore all will have to re-planted, and a much 

reduced crop too.- again six months ahead from sowing in February to harvest in 

August. 

The oak apples on 29th September indicated a poor fruit and grain harvest – slowly 

the data builds to support this old but so reliable saying. 

 

2016 will be a ‘cheesy year,’ it will be a damp year (again the oak apples and 

Christmas day indicate a poor summer), plenty of rain therefore plenty of grass and 

silage, which means, if we have any dairy farmers left!, a lot of milk, ergo a lot of 

cheese, therefore a ‘cheesy year.’ 

 

December 21st gave an underlying NNE wind, despite the localised SW gales at the 

time, and tow following days also gave NNE winds.   Therefore NE winds will 

predominate at least until 21st March and the methodology is showing through to 

May 25th (St Urban) but as in both 2014 and 2015 most likely through into early June. 

 

I write this on 1st January, hard ground and air frost here in Edenbridge, the 

cold will be with us in force from about 9th January for the following 11 moons 

– the second week in April.   Cold dry NE winds in this region.   There will also 

be two hay harvests this year, not brilliant, but two – so a damp summer again 

proven.  No more massive storms for several weeks either; the stormy moons 

give way to frosty moons. 



The above give easy perfect answers to the methodology and show how nature 

prepares two growing seasons ahead. 

 

To the many of you who have communicated from the Yorkshire region, before, 

during and since the dire Christmas weather warning, thank you, if I was able to 

forewarn then I am satisfied, I sympathise with your plight, angst, fears and stresses, I 

did my best to warn and educate.   I have been flooded myself and know the trauma; 

I hope therefore that dry cold winds will help dry your properties quickly. 

 

A big thank you too to Paul Hudson and his producer Trisha at Radio Leeds for their 

efforts to publicise the Christmas day storms, sadly I tried to inform other such vital 

sources of information, but since I am not an ‘expert,’ and Met Office would not 

comment on speculation or it was too far ahead to comment, then the 100% accuracy 

was not acted upon.   Which goes back to my earlier ‘pop’ in the article, the 

methodology now works really well, a pity more do not listen;   Mumbo-jumbo it may 

be, but brilliant mumbo-jumbo too. 

 

On the ‘upside’ Easter 2016 will be dry sunny but cold – a change from the three 

previous wet cold Easters. 

 

For those still need proof of a really cold February 2016, Boris Johnson made 

reference to this via Piers Corbin in his article on 20th December in The Telegraph.  

Piers like me, suffers from ‘isolation’ by the ’experts, ‘ but from different perspectives 

and methodology we more often than not arrive at the same conclusion and result. 

 

I wish you all everything you aspire to in 2016. 

 

© David King   Edenbridge   January 1st 2016  



 
 

JANUARY 2016 
 

NEW MOON 10th @ 01.31hrs = Frost  
 1st QUARTER MOON = 16th @ 23.27hrs = Fair & frosty 

FULL MOON 24th @ 0146 = Frost 
LAST QUARTER MOON 2nd @ 0531hrs = Rain. 

 
DoP = 25th St Paul. 

 
HIGHEST SPRING TIDES 11th to 15th 

 
1st        Calends If Janiver Calends be summerly gay, wintery weather will continue 

to the Calends of May.  
 
2nd Apogee 1154hrs 
    
3rd It will be the same weather for 9 weeks as it is the ninth day after 

Christmas. 
 
5th   Twelfth night. 
  
6th Epiphany The days are lengthened a cocks stride.  
    
8th   Weather before noon  foretells June, weather after noon that of 

May.    
9th   Weather before noon foretells August, weather after noon that of 

July. 
   Apogee 18.18hrs 
 
10th Weather before noon foretells October, weather after noon that of 

September.  
 
11th    Plough Monday  Weather before noon foretells that of December, weather 

afternoon that of November. 
 
12th   If the sun shines today it foretells much wind.    

 
13th     St Hilary Foretells the weather for the whole year - often considered the 

coldest  and/or the wettest day of the year (reliable).   Homage day 
to the apple tree. 

 
15th St Paul the Hermit If rain or snow this day there will be a blessing on the year. 
 Perigee 0211hrs 
 
17th St Sulphicius Frost augers well for the spring. 



 
19th - 31st  See rhyme below. 
 
21st   Perigee 20.07hrs    
 
22nd St Vincent If the sky is clear, more water than wine will crown the year.  If the 

sun shines   today  (it foreshadows much wind), prosperous weather all 
year. 

 
25th      St Paul aka as St Annanias.   It is said to predict the weather for the whole year 

ahead (it is good for 6 months - but tails off after that - Ed)   
 DAY OF PREDICTION. 
Also known as Egyptian Day.   Burns Night.   Arguably the most    
important day of the year. 

 
30th Apogee 0911hrs 

 
 
31st   Hazel Tree in flower. 
 
MET OFFICE NOTES:   5th to 17th Stormy. 18th to 24th Quiet. 25th to 31st Stormy 

again. 
 
BUCHAN NOTES:  NONE. 
 
 Tree of the month is the Birch up to the 16th, thereafter the Rowan. 
 

 
 

General Notes and Comments 
 

As days lengthen so cold strengthens. The blackest month of the year. 
 

In winter, after the prevalence of easterly winds, if the barometer begins to fall and the 
thermometer to rise, a gale which starts to blow from the SE will veer to the SW, 

whilst the barometer falls constantly. 
 

    As soon as the wind passes the SW point the barometer begins to rise, a heavy shower of 
rain falls, and a strong W/NW or NE wind may follow, after which, the sky clears and 

the weather becomes colder. 
[This is an exact UK weather pattern and true] 

 
A January spring is worth nothing. 

 
If no snow before the end of January there will be more in March & April. 

 



1st - If this be a Sunday, winter will be cold and moist, spring windy, the summer hot, and, at 
harvest time wind and rain with abundance of corn and other grain. 

If this be a Monday, severe and confused winter, good spring and windy summer. 
If this be a Tuesday, dreary and severe winter. windy spring, rainy summer. 

If this a Wednesday, hard winter, bad spring, good summer. 
If this be a Thursday, good winter, windy spring, good summer. 

If this be a Friday, variable winter, good spring and summer. 
If this be a Saturday, snowy winter, blowing spring, wet summer. 

 
Summerish January gives winterish spring. 

January commits the fault and May bears the blame. 
 

If January the sun appear, March and April will pay full dear. 
 

When Oak trees bend with snow in January, good crops may be expected. 
 

March in January, January in March. 
 

If grass do grow in Janiveer,’twill grow the worse for all the year. 
  

If grain grows in January, a year of great need. 
 

If birds begin to whistle, frosts to come. 
 

Dry January plenty of wine.  Wet January no wine. 
 

Fog in January brings a wet spring. 
 

Hoar frost and no snow is hurtful to fields, trees and grain. 
 

Wet January, wet spring. 
 

If January is wet the barrels stay empty (wine). 
 

January freeze, the pot on the fire. 
Gale force winds are quite common in January. 

 
Remember on St Vincent’s Day (22nd), if the sun his beams display, 

‘Tis a token bright and clear, of prosperous weather throughout the year, 
More wine than water, much rye and wine. 

 
St Vincent’s is normally a good weather day. 

 
If the birds start singing on St Vincent’s day ‘twill be an early spring. 

 
 
 



St Paul’s day is also St Annanias’s day (25th). 
If the sunshine on St Paul’s Day it betokens a good year; if snow or rain an indifferent year. 

(a bad crop of grain)  If cloudy & misty a great dearth and beasts and birds will die, if 
Thunder great winds are predicted and unrest will vex us all and cold will blow the 

great winds of January.  
Clouds on St Annanias Day portend floods. 

St Paul’s Day - It is necessary to observe and note down the phases of the day, hour by hour, 
or, even half an hourly, throughout the day from 6am to 6pm.    This is due to the 

belief that the hours of the day will reflect the weather, month by month 
throughout the year. 

 
Generally these signs are dependable up to the end of July.   However there is much truth in 

the above and 90% accuracy is quite normal - with 100% one year. 
 

Snow usually falls in the third week of January.   If it doesn’t fall then, then it won’t fall at 
all. 

For farmers it is wise to plan your hay crop now.   If the grass is already starting to grow, 
then do not look for two hay crops this year for the worse it will be later on, and 

vice-versa. 
 

The first three days of January rule the coming first three months. 
 

Warm January, cold May. 
There will certainly be at least one very cold snap, very likely with snow too.   It has been 

known to arrive as early as Boxing Day (26th December) and as late as the 30th 
January.   It will come and will probably be the worst cold snap of the year.    There is 

much truth in the saying that the hardest winters are those that start around 
twelfth night (6th), following a dry December.   On snow - it is generally unknown, 

that if snow lies for three days it will require another fall to take it away. 
 

If late October and early November be warm and rainy, then January and February shall be 
frosty and cold.     [check readings from previous year] 

When the months of July, August and September are exceptionally hot, January will be the 
coldest month.   [check previous readings] 

 
Windy October - dry January.   [check previous readings] 

 
A dry and frosty Janiveer is like to make a plenteous year - a very dependable saying. 

 
19th-31st.  These last twelve days of the month rule the weather for the whole year. 

 
Tree of the month is Birch up-to 15th.  Thereafter the Rowan. 

 
 
 
 
 



MONTHLY AVERAGES FOR EDENBRIDGE (USING 1981-2010 FIGURES) 
Mean Max: 7.8C   Mean Min: 1.C Mean Avg: 4.4C 
  Rainfall: 83.6mm Sunshine: 69.3hrs (day = 2.23hrs) 
Whilst I appreciate the above are local figures, it will be an indication of what the averages 

are, and, of course there will be local variations.   Such variations can be found by 
trawling the various weather websites, or by using the superb data found in the 
Climatologists Observers Link website.   

The following figures are for the average temperature at 12 noon and again at 4pm, taken at 
the beginning and again at the end of the month. 

1st  5.8C   5.8C    
31st  5.7C   5.1C 

 
 



MOON WEATHER DoP Saint/Holy Other day Apogee Equinox Met Buchan Supermoon Tides

January Day Perigee Eclipse Office

01/01/2016 f

02/01/2016 s LQ 0531hrs Rain Apogee 1154hrs

03/01/2016 s

04/01/2016 m

05/01/2016 t 5th -17th

06/01/2016 w Epiphany stormy

07/01/2016 t ]

08/01/2016 f ]

09/01/2016 s ]

10/01/2016 s NEW 0131hrs Frost ]

11/01/2016 m ] highest tides

12/01/2016 t ] 11 -15th

13/01/2016 w St Hilary ] ]

14/01/2016 t ] ]

15/01/2016 f St Paul the hermit Perigee 0211hrs ] ]

16/01/2016 s 1stQ 2327hrs Fair & frosty ]

17/01/2016 s St Sulphicius ]

18/01/2016 m 18 -24th

19/01/2016 t quiet

20/01/2016 w ]

21/01/2016 t ]

22/01/2016 f St Vincent ]

23/01/2016 s ]

24/01/2016 s FULL 0146hrs Frost ]

25/01/2016 m St Paul Burns night 25-31st

26/01/2016 t stormy

27/01/2016 w ]

28/01/2016 t ]

29/01/2016 f ]

30/01/2016 s Apogee 0911hrs ]

31/01/2016 s ]



DATE Chandler & Gregory Brooks Lamb Buchan Met Office Season

Barry & Perry

01/01/2016 31st Dec - 6th = 25th Dec - 1st Jan 20/11 -19/1

02/01/2016 First winter minimum cold period early winter

03/01/2016

04/01/2016

05/01/2016 5th - 17th Stormy 5th - 11th Storminess of early January   5th - 17th

06/01/2016 stormy

07/01/2016 period

08/01/2016 peak day

09/01/2016

10/01/2016

11/01/2016

12/01/2016

13/01/2016

14/01/2016

15/01/2016

16/01/2016

17/01/2016

18/01/2016 18th - 24th Anti-cyclonic 18th - 24th 20/11 -19/1

19/01/2016 quiet early winter

20/01/2016 20th - 23rd Generally dry & sunny in peak day 20th - 23rd Anti-cyclone period period 20/1 - 29/3

21/01/2016 central and southern England peak day Soutrh & East late winter

22/01/2016 England

23/01/2016

24/01/2016 24th - 1st Feb Stormy

25/01/2016 25th - 31st

26/01/2016 stormy

27/01/2016 24th - 3rd Feb Renewed storminess of early period

28/01/2016 01/01/2014

29/01/2016 Gales + rain or Snow

30/01/2016 20/1 - 29/3

31/01/2016 peak day late winter




